WORDS TO DESCRIBE DICTION

abstract: based on general principles or theories rather than on specific instances 

abstruse: obscure, difficult to understand 

artificial: without sincerity or spontaneity 

bombastic: language that is full of long or pretentious words, used to impress others 

cacophonous: harsh sounding (pus) 

colloquial: informal language often associated with a region that adds charm to the text 

concrete: certain and specific rather than vague or general 

connotative: an additional sense or senses associated with or suggested by a word or phrase. 

cultured: educated and informed about the arts and related intellectual activity 

detached: unaffected by emotional involvement or any form of bias 

didactic: tending to give instruction or advice 

esoteric: difficult to understand 

euphemistic: is more neutral, vague, or indirect to replace a direct, harsh, unpleasant, or offensive term 

euphonious: pleasant sounding (butterfly) 

exact: precise and not allowing for any variation 

figurative: using or containing a nonliteral sense of a word or words 

grotesque: seeming strange or ludicrous through being out of place or unexpected 

homespun: plain, simple, and unpretentious 

insipid: dull 

jargon: language that is used by a group, profession, or culture, especially when the words and phrases are not understood or used by other people 

learned: showing or requiring much education and knowledge 

literal: adhering strictly and concisely to the basic meaning of a word or text 

moralistic: expressing strong ideas about what is right and wrong and trying to make other people behave according to them 

objective: free of any bias or prejudice caused by personal feelings 

obscure: difficult to understand because of not being fully or clearly expressed 

observational: remark or comment on something that has been noticed 

pedantic: dull, obscure, boring 

picturesque; charmingly or strikingly unusual and often very expressive 

plain: simple and ordinary 

poetic: gracefully expressive, romantically beautiful, or elevated and uplifting 

precise: exact and accurate, or detailed and specific 

pretentious: intended to seem to have a special quality or significance, but often seeming forced or overly clever 

provincial: unsophisticated and narrow-minded 

scholarly: possessing or showing a great deal of knowledge, especially knowledge of an academic subject 

sensuous: causing pleasurable stimulation of the senses 

sentimental: displaying too much uncontrolled or self-indulgent emotion 

sharp: critical, clear and distinct 

shocking: provoking a deeply offended or outraged response 

simple: ordinary or straightforward 

slang: words, expressions, and usages that are casual, vivid, or playful replacements for standard ones 

symbolic: relating to or typical of symbols 

trite: overused and consequently lacking in interest or originality 

vulgar: crude or obscene

