The Scottsboro Trials

Summary: The case of the Scottsboro Boys arose in Scottsboro, Alabama during the 1930s, when nine black youths, ranging in age from thirteen to nineteen, were accused of raping two white women, Victoria Price and Ruby Bates, one of whom would later recant. The four trials, in which the youths were convicted and sentenced to death by all-white juries despite the weak and contradictory testimonies of the witnesses, are regarded as one of the worst travesties of justice perpetrated against blacks in the post-Reconstruction South. The case quickly became an international cause célèbre and the boys were represented by the American Communist Party's legal defense organization. The death sentences, originally scheduled to be carried out quickly, were postponed pending appeals that hooked the case all the way to the U.S. Supreme Court, where the sentences were overturned. Despite the fact that one of the women later denied being raped, the retrials resulted in convictions. All of the defendants were eventually acquitted, paroled, or pardoned (besides one who escaped), some after serving years in prison.
Application: Harper Lee, the author of To Kill a Mockingbird, used this as a basis of the court case addressed in her novel.  
Assignment: Read the attached articles.  Underline words you do not know and look them up in the dictionary.  Then for each article:

1) Write a 3-4 sentence summary explaining what the article is about

2) Make a list of 2 things you found interesting or surprising

3) Write down 2 questions that you have after reading the article

