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Mrs. Powell
English I Honors
Lord of the Flies: A Study Guide

Directions: William Golding’s novel, Lord of the Flies, is a complex novel exploring what happens to young boys when they become stranded on an island. It is full of symbolism and allegory. In order to aid your understanding of the novel and its elements, I’ve compiled a list of study guide questions which correspond to each chapter.  During your reading of Lord of the Flies, answer the questions corresponding to each chapter. Don’t forget to fill out the table on page 8! I will collect this packet at the end of the unit so be sure that you keep up with the reading. We will discuss the questions in class to guide our in-class discussion. Please update your answers as we discuss. These questions will help prepare you for the reading quizzes and final test!

Chapter 1: The Sound of the Shell

1. Why is this chapter called “The Sound of the Shell”?

2. What is the purpose of the conch shell?

3. When the boys find the piglet trapped in the creepers, why can’t Jack kill it? What does he promise?

4. What is the range of ages of the children on the island?

5. Fill in the table with any important information regarding the following characters:

	Ralph
	Jack
	Piggy

	
	
	


Chapter 2: Fire on the Mountain

1. How do the boys decide to use the conch shell?

2. What fear does one of the young boys express? 

3. According to Ralph, what are the group’s two main priorities? 

4. Why and how do the boys start a fire? Why on top of the mountain? 

Chapter 3: Huts on the Beach

1. How much time has passed since the end of chapter two? Support your answer.

2. Describe Jack as he hunts.

3. How does Jack’s desire to kill a pig fit into the group’s 2 main priorities? Is Jack concerned with group’s welfare? Explain.

4. What is becoming most important to Ralph? What is becoming most important to Jack?

5. Describe Simon. How is he different from other boys? Why does he go to a secluded place on the island where he can be alone? What does this reveal about Simon?

Chapter 4: Painted Faces and Long Hair

1. Why does Roger throw stones at Henry? Why does he throw “just to miss”? What does this incident foreshadow that Roger may do in the future?

2. What is Jack’s first response when Ralph first accuses him of letting the fire go out?

3. How does Ralph reassert his authority?

4. What are the hunters chanting as they climb the mountain? Why are they chanting?

5. What is Ralph’s reaction to Jack and the hunters’ acting out the pig kill? What does Ralph do?

Chapter 5: Beast from Water

1. Comment on the boy’s behavior at the meeting. What is changing? What does Jack say about rules?
2. What is Piggy’s interpretation of the beast? Why can’t there be one? What does this reveal about Piggy’s character?

3. Consider Piggy’s statement about there being nothing to fear except people and Simon’s remark that, if there is a beast, it may be the boys themselves. Do these two comments have anything in common? Do you think Piggy’s and Simon’s statements make sense? Do you agree? Explain.

4. Ralph states, “Rules are the only thing we’ve got.” Explain what Ralph means by this and what this statement reveals about him as a character.

5. What is ironic about Piggy’s and Ralph’s comments about how “civilized” adults are?

Chapter 6: Beast from Air

1. Why do the twins assume that the dead parachutist is a beast?

2. What is Jack’s reaction to the news of the beast? Why does he react this way?

3. As the biguns, except for Piggy, set out to find the beast, what images of the beast forms in Simon’s mind? What does this image mean?

4. Ralph wishes for a message from the grownups. The parachutist could be interpreted as such as message. Why is that ironic?

5. What disagreement arises between Ralph & Jack? How is it related to the conch?

Chapter 7: Shadows from Tall Trees

1. What is Ralph thinking at the beginning of this chapter? What would he like to do? How does this connect to the beginning of chapter 5?

2. What does Ralph do when the boys start to play, putting Robert in the part of the boar? What feeling does Ralph have? How does this compare to the rest of the boys?

3. How does Jack challenge Ralph? What is Ralph’s response?
4. How would you explain the relationship between Ralph and Jack at this point? What is the course of their conflict? Do you think Jack hates Ralph? If so, why?

5. Why do the boys run from the mountain? What do they believe?

Chapter 8: Gift for the Darkness

1. Jack suggests that Ralph should no longer be chief. What does Jack do when the others don’t respond to his suggestion? Why is it significant when he says, “I’m not going to play any longer…”?

2. Why does Simon say they must climb the mountain again? Do the boys listen? Why or why not?
3. What is the “Lord of the Flies” literally?

4. What does it say to Simon?

5. What does Simon realize is happening to him and the other boys?

6. What is the “Lord of the Flies” a symbol for?

Chapter 9: A View to a Death

1. After Simon regains consciousness, what does he come upon as he walks across the mountaintop? Describe what he finds.

2. As it begins to rain, Ralph reminds Jack’s follwers that they don’t have shelters. Why does he bring this up now?

3. Immediately after Ralph’s tireade, Jack tells his tribe to start dancing. Why? 

4. Discuss the organization of Jack’s tribe and his position within it. Contrast this with the kind of organization Ralph tried to establish with the whole group. How would you label each leader and each system? Use the table to organize your thoughts.

	
	Organization
	Type of Leadership
	Label

	Jack’s Tribe
	
	
	

	Ralph’s Tribe
	
	
	


5. What happens to Simon? Why? What does the rain do the beach after Simon’s death? What happens to his body? 

Chapter 10: The Shell and the Glasses

1. When Ralph admits to Piggy that they all murdered Simon, what is his reaction?

2. How does Jack explain the murder of Simon?

3. When Ralph tells Piggy that he is frightened of “us” and wants to go home, he is echoing Simon’s earlier statement that perhaps the boys themselves are the beast. Was Simon right? Does Ralph have a reason to be afraid “of us”? Explain.

4. What is the double function of the fire?
5. Where does Jack’s tribe get their fire? Why does Jack feel he is “a chief now in truth”?

Chapter 11: Castle Rock

1. Why does Piggy urge Ralph to call an assembly when there is no one to attend?

2. Jack boasts that his tribe does whatever he wants. Why is this true? Why might the boys prefer Jack’s leadership to Ralph’s?

3. What does Piggy convince Ralph to do in order to retrieve his glasses? What does this reveal about his character?

4. What happens to…


Piggy?


The conch?


Samneric?


Ralph?

Chapter 12: Cry of the Hunters

1. What realization does Ralph come to about the savages and Jack? Why?

2. Describe the scene in which Ralph comes upon the pig’s skull on the stake. Explain what he does and why.

3. What is Ralph dreading the most?

4. How does Ralph react when seeing the Navy officer? What does the officer think the boys are doing? 

5. Why do all of the boys begin to cry?

6. Explain the significance of ending the novel with the image of the cruiser. What is Golding asserting about mankind?

Significance of the title in Golding’s Lord of the Flies
 Directions: After reading each chapter, fill in the table below.

	
	Chapter Title
	Explain the significance of this title in relation to the content of its chapter 

	1
	The Sound of the Shell
	

	2
	Fire on the Mountain
	

	3
	Huts on the Beach
	

	4
	Painted Faces and Long Hair
	

	5
	Beast from Water
	

	6
	Beast from Air
	

	7
	Shadows and Tall Trees
	

	8
	Gift for the Darkness
	

	9
	A View to a Death
	

	10
	The Shell and the Glasses
	

	11
	Castle Rock
	

	12
	Cry of the Hunters
	

	
	Lord of the Flies
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