Animal Farm—Study Guide
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Chapter 1 & 2
	Moments of Significance
	Quote

	
	

	
	

	
	


If you had to give these chapters titles, what would you title them?
	Major themes revealed
	Quote

	
	

	
	


	Literary devices you found
	Quote

	
	

	
	

	
	


Chapter 3 & 4

	Moments of Significance
	Quote

	
	

	
	

	
	


If you had to give these chapters titles, what would you title them?

	Major themes revealed
	Quote

	
	

	
	


	Literary devices you found
	Quote

	
	

	
	

	
	


The major characters in Animal Farm are introduced in the first four chapters. As you read, think about the purpose of each of Orwell’s characters. Complete the chart by noting details that describe each character or by listing key actions.
	Character
	Characteristics/Action/Purpose

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


1. Describe how the Rebellion takes place. How does the animals’ behavior during the Rebellion suggest both human and animal characteristics?
2. How do the pigs gain the rights to the cow’s milk? Why do the other animals allow this to occur? What does this event suggest about the power hierarchy on the farm?
3. How does the original vision of Animalism become the slogan “Four legs bad, two legs good”? In your opinion, do the animals want rules with simple language? What kind of language do the pigs use?
4. Characterize Snowball as a leader. Do you think his reaction to the stable-boy’s death is the appropriate reaction to have during a revolution?
Chapter 5, 6, & 7
	Moments of Significance
	Quote

	
	

	
	

	
	

	1. 
	


If you had to give these chapters titles, what would you title them?

	Major themes revealed
	Quote

	
	

	
	


	Literary devices you found
	Quote

	
	

	
	

	
	


Response Questions Ch. 5-7
1. What happens to Snowball during the meeting about the windmill? What events in Soviet history does this scene suggest?
2. Identify three ways that Napoleon tries to solidify his leadership position on the farm. How does the process of decision-making on the farm change under Napoleon’s leadership?
3. Why do the executions take place? What message do these events send to the animals about their role in a future society?
4. Do you think it’s fair that those who are more educated or more skilled—like the pigs in Animal Farm—have more influence in decision making? Consider how decisions are made in your community, state, or in the nation.

Chapter 8, 9, & 10

	Moments of Significance
	Quote

	
	

	
	

	
	

	1. 
	


If you had to give these chapters titles, what would you title them?

	Major themes revealed
	Quote

	
	

	
	


	Literary devices you found
	Quote

	
	

	
	

	
	


1. What dealings does Napoleon have with Frederick and Pilkington? How does the battle over the windmill affect the animals? What events from Soviet history is Orwell highlighting?
2. What happens to Boxer and how do the other animals learn of his fate? How do they come to a final conclusion about these events?
3. What changes are made to the Fifth and Sixth Commandments? How is the entire list of Commandments ultimately refashioned? What point is Orwell making about the role of communication in Soviet society?
4. In Chapter 10 the pigs begin to walk on two legs. In your opinion is this evolution a sign of progress? Explain.

