Name: _______________________________________________
                          English I Honors: Powell
Analyzing Literature: The Literary Analysis Paper

A literary analysis is a paper (or discussion) in which the author studies, evaluates, and interprets literature. To enhance your understanding of the novel Lord of the Flies, you will be writing a literary analysis responding to the prompt below:

Choose one major theme of Lord of the Flies and explore how William Golding reveals that theme through the characters and plot of the novel. 

Compose a persuasive essay in which you convince your reader that the theme you chose is indeed a theme being revealed by Golding. Be sure to explain Golding’s stance on the particular theme and how he reveals his viewpoint. Discuss three specific examples of how this theme is developed and revealed throughout the novel. Show which example is the most important by organizing your essay from least to most important. Use transitions to reflect your organization. 
We will be working on this assignment for roughly the next two weeks. The due dates are as follows: 
(If you are absent, you are held responsible for the work that you missed.)
When you submit your final product, you must submit: 1) pre-writing sheet (organizing the evidence), 2) outline, 3) rough draft (hand-written), 4) final draft (to TURNITIN.com), and 5) rubric. 
Your final paper must be typed and double-spaced, with 12 pt. Times New Roman font and submitted to turnitin.com by the specified due date.
General Disclaimers:

1. No literary analysis paper will be accepted after the due date.

2. If you are absent on the day the assignment is due, you MUST SUBMIT IT TO TURNITIN by 11:59 on the due date. If you fail to do so, you will receive a zero for this assignment.

Literary Analysis: Pre-Writing Organizer – Organizing the Evidence
During your reading of Lord of the Flies you have considered multiple themes being revealed by the author.  Themes are ideas that occur repeatedly throughout a work of literature. For each of the following themes, refer to at least three specific examples of moments in the novel where that theme is evident. Paraphrase or quote your example and then remember to list the page number where it occurs. This is meant to be a work in progress.
	THEME
	EXAMPLE 1
	EXAMPLE 2
	EXAMPLE 3

	Civilization vs. savagery 
	
	
	

	Warfare
	
	
	

	Peer pressure
	
	
	

	Loss of innocence
	
	
	

	Good and evil
	
	
	

	Power of fear of the unknown
	
	
	

	Abuse of power
	
	
	


Integrating Direct Quotations (SQC)

1. Statement (Context)

Explain what is happening in the novel leading up to this quotation. What’s going on in the scene? Who’s speaking? Where? When? Assume your reader is familiar with the novel. Include 1 sentence explaining the context.

2. Quotation

NEVER BEGIN a sentence with a direct quotation. Use one of the following strategies:


-a signal phrase,


According to Ralph, “the rules are the only thing we’ve got!”(6).


-a complete sentence:

Ralph emphasizes the importance of the rules: “the rules are the only thing we’ve got!” (6). 

-blend a few words from the quote right into your sentence

Ralph believes that the “rules are the only thing” that keep the boys in control on the island (6).

3. Connection

Explain the importance of these lines from the novel and explain how they connect to your thesis. Think about why you chose this exact quote over another one.  What does this example have to do with the main point of your paper?  

*Citing Evidence

Direct wording from the text will always go inside quotations and be followed by parentheses that include the page number where you found the quote.  Your punctuation goes outside the parentheses.  When you cite quotes, follow this example:
According to Ralph, “the rules are the only thing we’ve got!”(6).

Literary Analysis: The Outline

Thesis Statement: After looking at your evidence and thinking about the major themes of the novel, write a thesis statement that addresses/answers the question: What is one major theme of Lord of the Flies and how does Golding reveal it (three examples)?
Draft your thesis here (in pencil!!!): __________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentences: Now write topic sentences that address the three examples you will use to support the theme stated in your theses. Put the examples in order from least to most important.

Example 1 (least important): ___________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 2 (important): _______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Example 3 (most important): ___________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
The Outline: When you’re preparing your outline, organize it according to the outline below: 

Introduction

Lead or hook to grab the reader’s attention

TAG (Title, Author, Genre) and minimal plot summary

Thesis—your opinion on the subject that you are trying to prove (addresses the prompt)

Body Paragraphs

Topic sentences in each body paragraph that express ideas/examples in support of your thesis

Evidence from the text that supports your topic sentence—including quotes & citations.

Commentary or explanations of the significance of your evidence
Conclusion

Summary of your main points

Expression of your own thoughts

Brief considerations of related questions, such as:

· Why is this theme an important part of life?  How is it relevant?
· What lesson can be learned from the characters’ fates?

· What was Golding trying to tell us about life through this story?
*Now, write your outline on the back of this piece of paper.
Literary Analysis Paper Rubric

Extra credit


_____/5

Elements


Pre-write

_____/10


Outline


_____/10


Rough Draft

_____/10


Final Draft (format)
_____/10


Rubric


_____/5






_______/45

Focus
 



_______/15





____ focused on Lord of the Flies
____ addressed/answered the prompt


____ remained “on-topic”

Support



_______/20


____ was used purposefully to defend your argument


____quotes were used appropriately and sufficiently throughout

____ each example from the text was adequately explained 


____ avoided “listing of facts” 

Analysis



________/15


____AVOIDED plot summary***

____analyzed the literature rather than summarized the story

Organization



_______/10

____ presents ideas in an organized manner (moved from least to most important)


____ includes an effective beginning, strong support and a convincing conclusion


____ flows smoothly from one idea to the next with the use of mature transitions

Conventions



_______/10


____ observes the rules of grammar, spelling, and punctuation


____ follows appropriate formatting guidelines—including citation of quotations!


____ maintains 3rd person point of view – no “I” or “you”

Total:





_____/115 

Comments:

Jane Doe

February 29, 2013

Period 8

English I Honors

Mrs. Powell

Creative Title of My Paper

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times,” (Dickens, 1).  This quote, from Charles Dickens’ masterpiece A Tale of Two Cities, captures the essence of both the struggles and triumphs that the characters face throughout the novel.  Then continue typing here… <Your thesis should land somewhere towards the end of this paragraph!>


Use a mature transition to begin your first body paragraph, and then continue with your topic sentence.  Continue typing your first body paragraph here…Include quotes, analysis, support, and details.


This is the start of your second body paragraph.  It takes the same format of your first.  Continue typing your second body paragraph here…


Then your third body paragraph…This one should follow the same format, but it needs to be your best and strongest paragraph as far as support and analysis goes.  Continue on with your third body paragraph here…


Finally, here is the spot for your conclusion.  Your conclusion should briefly recap some of your main points without being repetitive.  The meat of your conclusion, though, should be thought-provoking and insightful, add something new and fresh here.  It should make the reader think.  And above all, make sure to go out with a bang…your last line should be memorable!

THIS IS WHAT YOUR PAPER SHOULD LOOK LIKE!  BUT REMEMBER, A FULLY DEVELOPED PARAGRAPH SHOULD BE AT LEAST 6-8 SENTENCES IN LENGTH. 
