Introductory Project—To Kill a Mockingbird

Internet Scavenger Hunt

Directions:

1.  Open an Internet browser window.  Conduct a search of “Overturned convictions in the United States.”  You may modify your key words if necessary.

2. Scan through your findings and narrow it down to cases in Florida.  Select five cases you want to focus on.

3. Copy and paste a blank map of Florida and mark on the map where each case occurred.  Give it a title and make it look professional.

4. Then read each case you found and type the answers to these questions for each case:

a.  What is the name of the defendant/accused?  How old was he/her?  What was his/her race?

b. What was he/she accused of?

c. Describe the circumstances of the case.  In other words, what happened?  What crime was committed?  You might need to do a bit more searching.  Use the name of the defendant(s) as your key words.

d. Was there a trial by jury?  Why or why not?

e. Why was the original verdict overturned?  Explain.

5. Type a reflection of the criminal justice system in Florida and the U.S.  

· What did you learn about the system?  

· What questions or concerns do you still have about the cases?  

· In general, do you trust the criminal justice system to do its job?

6.  Format all your work neatly.  You should have (1) a map with the locations, (2) the answers to the questions above for five different cases in Florida, and (3) your reflection.

