Name: ______________________________________
English I Honors (Powell)

Imagery in Poetry

What does imagery mean? _____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Why would an author use it in a poem? __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Blackberry Eating

by Galway Kinnell

	
	

	
	


I love to go out in late September
among the fat, overripe, icy, black blackberries
to eat blackberries for breakfast,
the stalks very prickly, a penalty
they earn for knowing the black art
of blackberry-making; and as I stand among them
lifting the stalks to my mouth, the ripest berries
fall almost unbidden to my tongue,
as words sometimes do, certain peculiar words
like strengths or squinched,
many-lettered, one-syllabled lumps,
which I squeeze, squinch open, and splurge well
in the silent, startled, icy, black language
of blackberry -- eating in late September.
What words or phrases evoke an image in your head? Highlight or underline them. Make a note regarding the sense (sight, sound, touch, smell, taste) that image appeals to.
Now, write a statement explaining the importance of imagery in the poem. (Think about it: what does the imagery do to the poem?  How does it enhance it?)
___________________________________________________________________________________
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