Haiku

1      2     3       4       5
As the wind does blow

Across the trees, I see the

Buds blooming in May 



 

I walk across sand

And find myself blistering

In the hot, hot heat

 

Falling to the ground,

I watch a leaf settle down 

In a bed of brown.

It’s cold—and I wait

For someone to shelter me

And take me from here.

I hear crackling
Crunch, of today’s new found day
And know it won’t last

So I will leave it

At bay; and hope for the best

This bitter new day

Haiku is a Japanese form of poetry.  Typically, haikus are written about something in nature, but they don’t have to be.  Haikus are written in this format:

5 syllables

7 syllables

5 syllables

Part I: Read through this poem.  Notice it is made up of haikus.  Draw a box around each haiku and then go back and number each syllable.  The first line is done for you as an example.

Part II: Answer the following questions:

1. What do you notice about the punctuation within these haikus?

2. What are some things in nature that you would want to write a haiku about?  Name at least seven.
Part III: Your assignment is to write five original haikus.  You can write them as one poem or separate poems.  You may use these in your poetry anthology, but all five Haikus equal only ONE poem!  Write your haikus on the back of this paper.
