Grammar Guide

Sentences have 2 parts: a subject and a predicate.
The subject must have at least one noun.  The predicate must have at least one verb.

Smallest possible sentence: I am. (I=Subject/Noun, Am=Predicate/Verb)

Parts of speech:

Noun: a person, place, thing, or idea


Pronoun: word that replaces a noun (he, she, them, they, it, we, you, I, etc.)
Verb: action word; the verb of a sentence can consist of a linking verb, a single action word, or a linking verb and an –ing verb.  
Linking verbs: is, are, was, were, be, am been, has, have, had, do, does, did, shall, should, will, would, can, could, may, might, must
 Action words: run, jump, play, laugh, smile, etc.
-ing verbs: running, jumping, playing, laughing, smiling, etc.
*Verbs come in many tenses, such as past, present, and future.  Each verb can be translated from one tense to another.  Ex: was(is(will be, had(have(will have, did(do(will do
*Verbs are also either singular or plural, depending on whether their subject is singular or plural.  The subject and verb must always match. Ex: She is (singular, present)(They are (plural, present)               She was (singular, past)(They were (plural, past)

Adjective: describes a noun



Ex: pretty girl, happy dog, excited children 


Adverb: describes a verb (usually ends with –ly)


Ex: laughing loudly, running quickly, barely missing
Article: a, an, the
Preposition: small word that links other words and phrases together (usually describes the location or position of something in relation to another thing)
Examples of location/position: on, over, after, under, past, above, across, against, along, around, at, up, before, behind, below, beside, between, by, from, in, into, of, off, near, inside, through, to, with, without, outside, up
Other examples: about, among, during, except, for, like, since, until, that
*Any phrase that begins with a preposition is called a prepositional phrase.  Prepositional phrases begin with a preposition and end with an object of that preposition (noun).  Examples: at the party, in the kitchen, like a glove, except the kids, under the bed, during the meal, by the library, without a trace.
*Prepositional phrases may be part of the subject or predicate, but they are never the subject or predicate by themselves.


Ex: The dog in the barn looked very happy.  (“dog” is the subject)


Ex: The dog looked happy in the barn. (“looked happy” is the predicate)

*Since a prepositional phrase can never be the subject, the verb must still match with the subject of the sentence, even if a prepositional phrase is present.

Ex: That row of chairs is crooked. (“Row” is the subject, “chairs” is the object of the prepositional phrase.  “Row” is singular so the verb “is” must also be singular.) AGAIN, SUBJECTS AND VERBS MUST ALWAYS MATCH!!  
Hint!  If you’re not sure, take out the prepositional phrase altogether and then read the sentence.


Ex: The shelter that we found under the trees were/was warm and cozy. (

The shelter was warm and cozy.
Identify the parts of speech in the sentences below. (Noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, preposition)

1. The hungry cat ate the food.

2. He greedily snatched my wallet from my hands.

3. The brown dog is barking loudly.
4. The Italian restaurant down the street serves the best pizza in Daytona Beach!
5. The car has a really cool paint job and shiny chrome.

6. We are respectfully asking to be left alone for a few minutes.

7. My favorite teacher asked us to finish the poem for homework.

8. I don’t know the owner of that house.

9. Stacy wanted all of her friends at her birthday party.
10. That boy can run quickly!

11. Every day of the week goes by too fast.

12. I asked you to write a nice letter to your grandmother.
