Examples of Connotative Words

Connotation Exercise #1

Below are groups of words which are often used to describe people. What are the connotations of the words? Cirle the positive ones and underline the negative ones.
1. Childlike, Youthful, Childish
2. Disabled, Crippled, Handicapped

3. Relaxed, Laid-back, Easy-going

4. Slim, Skinny, Slender, Thin

5. Cheap, Frugal, Miserly, Economical

6. Young, Immature, Juvenile
7. Inquisitive, Interested, Curious
8. Confident, Secure, Proud, Egotistical

9. Lovely, Knockout, Beautiful, Stunning

10. Talkative, Conversational, Chatty, Nosy

Connotation Exercise #2

Read the sentences below. Can you identify the words that have a negative connotation?

1. Bedford is an uppity neighborhood, but the rents are cheap.

2. In the race last weekend, I started out next to this amateur. He had absolutely no idea what he was doing.

3. Every morning my neighbor takes his mutt to the park. It always barks loudly when leaving the building.

4. You need to be pushy when you are looking for a job.

5. Bob is quite vocal at every staff meeting. He always speaks.

Connotation Exercise #3

Come up with five other words that you know of that have negative connotations and five that have positive connotations.  Pick one of each and use it in a sentence.
