English I—Powell 

                             Name____________________________

Viewing / Listening Skills: Video—The Great Depression and The New Deal
DIRECTIONS:  Complete the following handout as you view the video to enhance your knowledge of the historical context of Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird.

1.  The 1929 __________  ________  ______________ brought the prosperity of the 

     1920s to a halt.

2.  By 1932 _______________ (percentage) of the nation’s work force was out of work.

3.  List two hardships that the people had to endure as a result of The Crash:

     1)__________________________________     2)_____________________________.

4.  President Calvin Coolidge believed a  __________  _______________________ 

     philosophy by the federal government would somehow resolve the country’s 

     problems. 

5.  Since the federal government did not have many regulations regarding buying and 

     selling stocks, people were allowed to buy stock “on the _____________________,” 

     a system in which one didn’t need a great deal of money to purchase stock.   

6.  The system collapsed on ________________________ (date) when stock prices 

     declined and brokers tried to call in their loans from investors; however, the investors 

     did not have the money, so brokers were forced to sell the stocks, further driving 

     down the stock prices.  

7.  What percentage of people were unemployed in Cleveland as a result of The Crash? 

     ______________

8.  What did a turned-out pocket and a hobo sleeping with a newspaper over him 

      symbolize?  

     _____________________________________________________________________

     _____________________________________________________________________

9.  _________________________, such as the one that occurred at the Ford automobile 

     plant, rocked the nation.

10.  _______________________________ defeated Hoover in the 1932 presidential race.

11.  For the first time in U.S history, __________  _____________ provided people with 

       cash, clothing, and food. 

12.  The President’s wife, Eleanor, greatly impacted the lives of ___________________.

13.  Since the Blue Eagle Codes allowed employers to fire blacks and give their jobs to 

       whites, bitter black people joked that the NRA stood for the __________________ 

       __________________  __________________.

14.  Against the protests of his cabinet members and wife, FDR refused to support a 

       federal law to fight _________________________.

15.  By 1934 Louisiana Governor Huey Long had ____________ (number) followers of 

       his Share the Wealth movement, which opposed big government and big business.

16.  President Roosevelt passed the _____________ _________________ ___________

       to assist senior citizens by providing them with a retirement-type policy.

17.  As a result of Roosevelt’s attempt to add six new members to the Supreme Court, 

       critics compared him to ____________________________ (name one).

18.  ___________  _____________   ______ put the economy back on its feet.

19.  The ______________  ______________ laid the foundation for the country’s 

       welfare program.

20. Short Response:  Explain what life in the 1930s was like for the nation’s 

                                    farmers as a result of The Crash, storms, and droughts.

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________

       ____________________________________________________________________.

