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March 25, 1931 

JAIL HEAD ASKS TROOPS AS MOB SEEKS NEGROES 

Riot Feared in Scottsboro Ala., After Arrest of Nine, Held for Attacking Girls 

Special to The New York Times 

HUNTSVILLE, Ala.,  March 25 

    Fearing a mob outbreak at Scottsboro, county seat of Jackson County, following the arrest of nine Negroes charged with attacking two white girls, a detachment of militia was ordered to the Jackson County jail tonight. 

    Sheriff Waun at Scottsboro asked for troops when a crowd which had gathered about the jail became threatening.  The Sheriff wired to Montgomery that the crowd numbered 300. 

    Later, however, the sheriff reported that the mob wa dispersing as the night was cold, and danger seemed averted. 

    The girls, who gave their names as Ruby Bates, 23, and Victoria Price, 18, were in a box car with seven white men when the Negro tramps got in at a point between Stevenson and Scottsboro.  They threw six of the white men off the train. 

    The seventh and the girls are said to have fought desperately until the white man was knocked unconscious. 

    The men who had been thrown out of the car telegraphed ahead to Paint Rock.  When the train arrived there a Sheriff's posse surrounded the car and captured the Negroes after a short fight. 

    The Negro prisoners and their white accusers were taken to Scottsboro where the Negroes were formally charged with criminal assault on a woman,  a capital offense in Alabama.  The white men who had been in the box car were held as material witnesses. 
  


April 11, 1931 

CONDEMNED NEGROES RIOT IN ALABAMA JAIL 

Eight Sentenced to Die For Attack on White Girls Are Subdued and Manacled. 

GADSDEN, Ala.,  April 10  (AP) 

    Protesting against their sentences, eight negroes condemned to death at Scottsboro yesterday for attacking two white girls rioted in the Etwah County jail today, but were subdued by guards, who placed them in irons. 

    The Negroes, who were returned here under military escort after being sentenced for attacking the girls traveling as hoboes, aboard a freight train, shouted demands for special food, beat on the cell bars and tore up the bedding. 

    Their shouts were heard some distance from the jail and Sheriff T. L. Griffin, who occupies an apartment on the lower floor of the jail, removed his family. 

    Sheriff Griffin appealed to military authorities for aid, and colonel W. M Thompson and Captain C.C. Whitehead went to the jail. 

    With sufficient guards to prevent an attempted break, the "Bull pen," in which the Negroes were confined, was opened and guards handcuffed the prisoners in pairs. 

    Governor Miller at Montgomery today received protests in the case from the International Labor Defense in New York and the League of Struggle for Negro Rights of New York and the Anti-Imperialist League of the United States.  All charged the Negroes "were railroaded."  The governor declined to comment. 

